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CROWN HOTEL, BURSWOOD — PERTH MAJOR SPORTS STADIUM 

574. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s statement earlier today in question time in which he said that he kept negotiations for the 
new Crown hotel and the Burswood stadium completely separate.  

(1) Is the Premier aware that this contradicts the evidence given yesterday by the Director General of the 
Department of the Premier and Cabinet, Mr Conran, who stated to the Public Accounts Committee that 
the agreement between the government and Crown covered the sale of the hotel land, the number of 
gaming machines and the excision of the land for the Burswood stadium?  

(2) Who was telling the truth—the Premier or Mr Conran?  

Mr T.R. Buswell: Are you on the grassy knoll?  

The SPEAKER: Treasurer, I do not need to hear from you. I do not need an interjection. I formally call you to 
order for the first time today.  

Mr M. McGOWAN: I further ask — 

(3) Can the Premier explain where Mr Conran was incorrect?  

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 
(1)–(3) When we negotiated with Crown casino about the new hotel, yes, there was a package of measures 

relating to the hotel; that is, the Crown development. As a matter of interest, the number of gaming 
machines and gaming tables are set to increase at about the rate they expanded during the Labor years, 
along with expansions to the hotel complex. Yes, that was negotiated in accordance with the Casino 
(Burswood Island) Agreement Act 1985. I was not aware at the time, but if there are other 
developments on that whole Burswood precinct, such as a sports stadium, the casino has to sign off on 
them under the casino agreement act. It is a technical aspect within the agreement. That is in the 
agreement that the Labor Party supported. There was concurrence. That is all it was.  

The point I made, and which I repeat today, is that the negotiations around the development of the hotel 
and the expansion in the number of gaming machines and tables were not related at all to the stadium 
issue. The Leader of the Opposition clearly tries to imply that there was some secret deal. He said in the 
media that somehow there must be some special deal when we put the stadium at Burswood. He 
consistently implied that there was some secret deal or arrangement with Mr Packer. The Leader of the 
Opposition is 100 per cent incorrect. Again, it shows the clear distinction between a Liberal–National 
government and a Labor government. The member for South Perth is not here. Why is the new stadium 
being built at Burswood? It is because the Burswood site is better in almost every respect. The public of 
Western Australia agrees with that. The only person who does not agree seems to be the Leader of the 
Opposition, who once again cannot make up his mind and is sitting on the fence. The Leader of the 
Opposition grew up in the Labor Party. He suspects everyone of doing the wrong thing because that is 
the environment he grew up in. He should understand that we on this side of the house behave with 
propriety. 
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